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was not far away. Anjappa was sent there with
the stolen article and a report. There was no
end of recording of statement and evidence, and
Anjappa could get out of the place only after
undertaking to appear before a court on a day
fixed for the enquiry.

That day came and he stood before the court.
What was there for enquiry ? It was a fact that
the fowl had disappeared from the house of the
elderly woman who was complainant in the case.
She had identified the fowl. It was a fact that
that fowl was in Anjappa's possession. Three
people spoke to that. So the magistrate asked
Anjappa what he had to say.

Anjappa: "Noble sir, I know nothing of all
this. It must be that when the crowd was around
me and I was singing, this fowl strayed up to me
and, as it was warm and comfortable inside the
bag, got into it. I did not notice it and, when I
left, I went away with it."

"That might do as a fable/' said the magis-
trate ; "but no fowl really enters like that into
a bag. I advise you to speak the truth.53

"Noble sir, I am speaking the truth. I am
willing to swear to it on any deity your honour
proposes. I swear I did not steal the fowl."